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Welcome to this month’s edition of the ISBGFH Heritage Dispatch. Our society continues to grow as
more genealogists discover the value of specialized education focused on British Isles and
Commonwealth family history.

Winding Down and Ramping Up

It is that time of year where summer is slipping away and fall is knocking at our doors. Schools have
started, and the kiddos have returned to their learning programs. Don’t be sad they are away learning;
be thrilled you now have time to get some learning in yourself! ISBGFH has quite a few learning
opportunities quickly approaching, and we want to be sure you don’t miss any fabulous opportunities to
expand your genealogical toolbox of new tools, tricks, and technology to help you enjoy searching for
your own history. So get your calendar out and make note of the following opportunities, because you
don’t want to miss or be late to any presentation. Here are the latest dates for 2026. Visit the ISBGFH
website www.isbgfh.com for more details such as times, topics, and teachers. If you have any
questions, contact me at EducationDirectorlISBGFH@gmail.com

Did You Know?

Nathan Dylan Goodwin just released his next book. The Dover Trunk Murder (Fortress Dover #1)
Dover, August 1914. Britain stands on the brink of war, readying for battle, and mobilising around the
coastal fortress of Dover. While a throng of inquisitive visitors stares out at the flotilla amassing in the
harbour, a severed arm washes up on the town’s Shakespeare Beach. Available on Kindle and
hardback. https://www.nathandylangoodwin.com
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Here are the latest dates for 2026.

19 September — Saturday, “Ask The Genealogist
Paul Milner: Scottish Research”

5-9 Of:tober - Mgnday - Friftlay, “British Institute | F —Septem9, 2026 2
featuring Paul Milner: Scottish Research: The W  11:00am-12:00pmEDT @
Fundamentals and Beyond” W o Featuring: <

10 October — Saturday, “Ask The Genealogist = Paul Mlner o
Todd Knowles: Jewish Genealogy in the British Jopic: s

Isles” Scottish Research ™

7 November — Saturday, Winter Webinar | Register for this FREE eventat:
21 November — Saturday, Winter Webinar /. https://isbgth.com/ishgfh-ask-the-genealogist/

5 December — Saturday, Winter Webinar
19 December — Saturday, Winter Webinar

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL FAMILY HISTORY MONTH
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OCTOBER IS
#FamilyHistoryMonth

SCAN.

To help you celebrate Family History Month, this year the
theme is to DISCOVER AND PRESERVE YOUR FAMILY’S
HISTORY. Next month, we will be offering several PDF
downloads on how you can participate and make your

RECORD. projects manageable and successful. Topics will include
WRITE. Scan and Label Family Photos and Documents, Record and

Preserve Family Memories, Write and Share Family Stories,
JOIN' and Join the Family History Community.

Resources Available at
ngsgenealogy.org/family-history-month

Tip of the Month

Elevate your family history research to a priority
worthy of its own spot in your schedule. Whether you
choose 15 minutes a day, an hour a week, or a
weekend binge every month is up to you.

Options can include droppng into a meeting (visit
Conference Keeper ( https://conferencekeeper.org ) to

. . ’ . - . | o tip today...
view the calendars in various formats live / virtual. Take il | A"G“/';'g;ﬁky
an online course — maybe DNA, or Welsh records, or e, W ' tomoﬂowl

immigration research. Listen
to a podcast; there are many great genealogy ones
available such as: Was Justice Served, or A Family History of... available on Spotify, YouTube, etc.



https://conferencekeeper.org/

Spotlight
ISBGFH Board, Trustees and Members
Dr. Shelley Viola Murphy

Dr. Shelley is an experienced educator, author, and lauded professional genealogist and
researcher. She is the Descendant Project Researcher at the University of Virginia where she
spearheads the study of the enslaved laborers who laid the university’s foundational stones.

Known to many as the “FamilyTreeGirl”, she was born and
raised in Michigan, now living in central Virginia. She
conducts genealogy workshops at local, state, and national
conferences.

Murphy is also a coordinator and instructor at the Midwest
African American Genealogy Institute (MAAGI), and a
respected voice in the genealogy sphere, having been
featured on prominent platforms such as Family Tree
Magazine and multiple times as a presenter at the world’s
largest family history conference, RootsTech.

Her insights on tracing African American roots were
showcased on CNN with Victor Blackwell, and The Today
Show with Craig Melvin, reflecting her expertise to a global
audience.

Dr. Shelley Viola Murphy

This Month’s FREEBIE!
Get started with your genealogy research and uncover your family’s rich history.

Please visit her website https://familytreegirl.com and sign up to receive your free guide:
“Getting Started with Genealogy and African American Research.”



https://familytreegirl.com/

BRITISH INSTITUTE 2026

The EVENT of 2026 is Paul Milner presenting Scottish Research: The Fundamentals and Beyond

THIS WILL BE THE LAST TIME HE PRESENTS THIS PROGRAM,
DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY

There will be two options to attend the ISBGFH British Institute:
*Live Format — Attend five daily sessions in a “live” virtual format.

*Recordings Only — Access videos of the pre-recorded lessons and download the syllabus.

*DETAILS FOR LIVE FORMAT OPTION:

*Selecting this “live” option will give you access to the syllabus, pre-recorded lessons for each daily
session, access to daily Q&A sessions with the instructor, an individual consultation with the instructor
and a recorded video of each daily Q&A session. The syllabus is yours to download and keep.

*Attendees will be directed to view specific pre-recorded lessons in preparation for each session on the
following day. Access to these recordings will be available in mid-September BEFORE the sessions
begin. You are strongly encouraged to view all of the recordings before the Institute begins.

*Each day’s assignment will be to review the pre-recorded lessons for the next day and to
prepare questions you may have for a “live” (Zoom) Q&A session. Each “live” Q&A session will
be recorded, uploaded daily, and available for review.

*An individual one-on-one consultation with the instructor will be available for each attendee.
The time and date will be scheduled by the attendee and the instructor.

*|f you can’t attend all five days live, they will all be recorded and uploaded for you to access
each day, so you can watch the program and be ready for the next day of learning.

DETAILS FOR RECORDINGS ONLY OPTION:

*Selecting this option will give you access to videos of the pre-recorded lessons and to
download the syllabus after the British Institute has concluded. The syllabus is yours to keep.



AFTER THE BRITISH INSTITUTE HAS CONCLUDED:

*You may still register and gain access to course materials and recordings associated with
either option until 31 December 2026 at 11:59 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time).

*Access to the British Institute and ISBGFH makes great holiday gifts!

Be sure to visit the British Institute FAQs and get more details on our website at:
https://isbgfh.com/bi/

If you have any questions, please contact our Institute Director via email at:
InstituteDirectorlISBGFH@gmail.com

Click here to register: https://isbgfh.com/isbgfh-store/

Seats are limited, so register for your option of choice before registration closes

= Questions from the Crowd &

What would you like to read or hear about?

And we received our first email:

| have an ancestor who was supposedly born in Horncastle, Lincolnshire in 1821, but the
ONLY guy by his name in Horncastle was born in 1814.

| would like to know more about resources (especially in Lincolnshire) that would help a
research project before census records (1841) and civil registration (1837) . What else can |
use? What types of records are available, and how do | use them?

Thank you
Peggy C.

If you have any advice or suggestions, please send the details to me and | can either post
them in the next Heritage Dispatch, or send them directly to the sender.
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“+. Sneak Peek...

Remember, if you are not an ISBGFH member, consider joining! Hint: Wait until October —
there will be a deal you can’t miss!

A new member-only benefit will be added to our website! HINT: Reading and Reaching Out

It is almost ready to be posted in the Members Section of the website! As with all these
projects, it takes quite a bit of time to upload, and things easy to navigate. This was a “little”
idea that has exploded with details.

Got something to share? Contact us! Send it to EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com.
Please put in the subject line ISBGFH DISPATCH - and Thank you for reading and
sharing this Heritage Dispatch!

Join ISBGFH Today

Become part of the “International Society for British Genealogy and Family History” and connect with a
community that is passionate about British ancestry. Gain access to expert-led institutes, exclusive
resources, and a network of fellow researchers. Whether you're just beginning or advancing your
research, ISBGFH supports your journey. Discover your past—join us today at www.ISBGFH.com
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