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Welcome to this month’s edition of the ISBGFH Heritage Dispatch. Our society continues to 
grow as more genealogists discover the value of specialized education focused on British Isles 
and Commonwealth Countries family history. 
 
Tip of the Day 
Are you looking for something to do outside?  The weather is finally cooperating, and the 
hustle and bustle of school year activities are wrapping up . . . so how about a few great 
genealogical books to enjoy?   
 
Build a Summer Reading List. Take time to catch up on something genealogy-related that you 
haven’t had time to read. Mine will be To Die For— A Cookbook of Gravestone Recipes by 
Rosie Grant. My copy just arrived this week! But the list of must-read books — fan favorites —
include The Family Tree Toolkit: A Comprehensive Guide to Uncovering Your Ancestry and 
Researching Genealogy, by Kenyatta D. Berry; Organize Your Genealogy: Strategies and 
Solutions for Every Researcher, by Drew Smith; and The Strange in My Genes: A Memoir, by 
Bill Griffeth. Compliments of Family Tree Magazine, www.familytreemagazine.com. 
  
Where is it?  
With Memorial Day just ending and America’s 250th approaching, how can we find 
people in military records?  

• National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) https://www.archives.gov 
• National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) https://www.archives.gov/personnel-

records-center in St. Louis, Missouri 

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center


• Fold3 https://fold3.com 
• FamilySearch https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Military_Records 
• Ancestry.com U.S. Military Collection, https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/ 
• United Kingdom Military Records at MyHeritage 

https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-3000/military 
• The National Archives (TNA) https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 
• UK Ministry of Defence (MOD) https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-

of-defence 
• FindMyPast https://www.findmypast.com 
• Commonwealth War Graves Commission https://www.cwgc.org 
 
Don’t forget to check out local newspapers, which can also offer hints in stories about 
promotions, letters home, injuries, and awards.   

 
Did You Know?  
Shifting Borders: State and county borders frequently shifted over the years. Even if you know 
where your ancestor hails from, you may still have trouble discovering records of him. City and 
county boundaries shifted over time as municipalities merged or split. These changes affected 
what archives created your ancestors’ records — and where you can find them today. 
 
Records & Resources 
Archives and libraries of the United States & Canada 
Question: How many of you have explored what your State Archives have to offer? 
If so, when was the last time you used these FREE research tools? 
 
• Library of Congress (LOC) 

Located in Washington D.C., it is the world’s largest library and the primary research center 
for the U.S. Congress.  It houses millions of books, maps, films and manuscripts: 
https://www.loc.gov. 
 

• DAR Library 
Since its founding in 1896, the DAR Library has grown into a specialized collection of 
American records. The DAR Library collection contains over 225,000 books, 10,000 
research files, thousands of manuscript items, and special collections of African American, 
Native American, and women’s history, genealogy and culture. Nearly 40,000 family 
histories and genealogies comprise a major portion of the book collection, many of which 
are unique or available in only a few libraries in the country. The DAR Library is free and 
open to the public. It offers genealogical and historical manuscripts and publications, as 
well as powerful on-site databases: https://www.dar.org/collections/library. 
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• State Archives and Libraries 
Each of the 50 states maintains its own state archives (such as the Library of Virginia or the 
Alabama Department of Archives and History) which holds state government records, vital 
statistics, and historical collections: https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/state-
archives.html. 

 
• Genealogical Centers 

Leading repositories for family history and local research include the Allen County Public 
Library (Fort Wayne, Indiana) https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy, the FamilySearch 
Library (Salt Lake City, Utah) https://www.familysearch.org/en/library/, and the Mid-
Continent Public Library Midwest Genealogy Center (Independence, Missouri)  
https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy.  

 
• For a full list of facilities and to plan a research visit, check the USAGov Directory of 

Libraries and Archives: https://www.usa.gov/libraries-and-archives  
 

• Library and Archives of Canada 
Library and Archives Canada (LAC) helps Canadians gain a better understanding of who 
they are. It serves as the continuing memory of the federal government and its institutions 
and as the guardian of Canada’s distant past and recent history: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives.html. 

 
 
 
 

 
Spotlight 
ISBGFH Board, Trustees and Members 
Janice Prater — Secretary 
Janice joined ISBGFH in 1998 when NGS met in Denver, Colorado. She has held many 
positions over the years and is always willing to lend a helping hand. Through her involvement 
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in the society and the benefit of expert genealogists in many British Institutes and webinars, 
her research is now documented in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Ask the Genealogist – June 6, 11 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time, with 
Darris Williams, “Wondering and Wandering Through Wales” 
We have had a slight schedule change. Paul Milner will be with us on 
September 19. We thank Darris for offering to have the country of Wales 
represented! 
 
Have afternoon tea with a genealogist! We continue with our new program, “Ask the 
Genealogist,” with Darris Williams! This session will help you answer your questions on 
“Wondering and Wandering Through Wales!” Please email your questions for Darris to 
EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com prior to June 4 or bring them with you for Q&A during 
this event. Ask the Genealogist will be available to everyone via Zoom. Register here today!  
You do not need to be a member of ISBGFH for this event—it is FREE! Sip some tea and let’s 
talk about genealogy! 
 
 
SUMMER INSTITUTE 2026 
“Bridges to the British Isles from Colonial America: Sources and 
Methodologies for Genealogists” 
Presenter: Gordon Remington, FUGA, FASG 
Date and Time: Monday, June 22, 2026, 11:00am – 6:00pm 
Eastern Daylight Time 
 
VIRTUAL – Live via Zoom 
Event will be recorded and syllabus provided.  The syllabus is yours 
to keep, and access to the recordings of all the courses will be available to view until August 1, 
2026. 
 
Visit our store to purchase your registration. Member discounts are available. A “bundle” 
discount option with the October British Institute is also available. All information and FAQs are 
on our website at www.isbgfh.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com
https://isbgfh.com/event/ask-the-genealogist-shannon-combs-bennett-what-exactly-can-dna-tell-me-for-my-genealogy/
http://www.isbgfh.com/


“This vs That” 
Male and female research terms — what are the differences? 
 
An executor (male) and an executrix (female) 
An executor and an executrix hold the exact 
same legal responsibilities: they are the 
person appointed in a will to manage and 
settle a deceased person’s estate. Today, we 
use the term “executor” for everyone. 
                           
 
 
 

A widow (female) and a widower (male)   
A widow is a woman whose husband has 
passed, but a widower is a man whose wife 
has passed. While researching, we may also 
notice the word “relict,” an antiquated term 
that means widow. Presently, it is common to 
use a gender-neutral adjective “widowed” for 
anyone who has lost a spouse.  
 

 
Did you know?  
The Ulster Historical Foundation is a sponsor of ISBGFH, and they are launching two new 
books! https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com 
 

• Debauchery, ill blood and perjury: Louth elections, c. 1700–c. 1835 
This is the first book-length study of an Irish county constituency over a period of nearly 
150 years. Its extended timespan makes it possible to trace the kaleidoscopic rise, fall and 
re-emergence of Co. Louth’s political dynasties. 
Enter the code DebaucheryLaunchCollect at the checkout on our online bookstore to 
save on postage costs AND to receive an additional £5 off your order. Order from this link 
https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com/shop/products/louth-elections 
 
• Researching Ulster Ancestors, 1800–1914 
Written by Dr. William Roulston, author of the bestselling Researching Scots-Irish 
Ancestors: The Essential Genalogical Guide to Early Modern Ulster, 1600–1800, 
Researching Ulster Ancestors, 1800–1914 will become an indispensable resource for Irish 
family history research. Order from the link below:   
https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com/shop/products/ulster-ancestors  

 
 

Quotes 
 

"The longer you can look back, the farther you can look forward.” 
–Winston Churchill 
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Genealogy Problem Solvers or Cracking the Case  
(common “wrong turns” when doing genealogy) 
Not necessarily “wrong” but risky: 

• Copying unsourced online trees without verification. 
• Ignoring historical context. 
• Forcing connections because they “seem right.” 
• Overlooking women, siblings, neighbors, and witnesses. 
• Assuming family stories are fully accurate without evidence. 
• Giving up too soon. 

 
Just two things to remember: 
Genealogy without sources is mythology. 
Every genealogist was once a beginner. 
Happy Hunting!  
 
This Month’s FREEBIE!  
FamilyTree’s Genealogy Brick Wall Busters — free e-book: 
https://familytreemagazine.com/freebie/genealogy-brick-wall-
busters-free-ebook/ 
 
 
 
Got something to share? Contact us! Send it to EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com. 
Please put in the subject line ISBGFH DISPATCH. Thank You for reading and sharing 
this Heritage Dispatch! 
 
Join ISBGFH Today 
Become part of the International Society for British Genealogy and Family History and connect 
with a community that is passionate about British ancestry. Gain access to expert-led 
institutes, exclusive resources, and a network of fellow researchers. Whether you're just 
beginning or advancing your research, ISBGFH supports your journey. Discover your past—
join us today at www.ISBGFH.com. 
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