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Welcome to this month’s edition of the ISBGFH Heritage Dispatch. Our society continues to grow as 
more genealogists discover the value of specialized education focused on British Isles and 
Commonwealth Countries family history.

Tip of the Day
Are you looking for something to do over the next few days?  On April 29 – May 2, check out the Ohio 
Genealogical Society Conference, which is taking place at the Sharonville Convention Center, 
Sharonville, Ohio. Visit their website at http://www.ogs.org, and be sure to peruse their databases, 
resources, events, blog, and so much more.

Where is it? 
How can we find people in the 1926 Irish Census? 
The National Archives of Ireland is the place to begin your search: 
https://nationalarchives.ie/collections/search-the-1926-census/. These records were released online for 
free by the National Archives on April 18, 2026, after the 100-year restriction. The collection covers 
over 700,000 household returns (Form A) across the 26 counties of the Irish Free State. The census 
recorded name, age, sex, relationship to head of household, birthplace, religion, occupation, and the 
ability to speak Irish. The population decline was driven by emigration, and 18.3% of the population 
could speak Irish. For the first time, forms were printed in both Irish and English. The 1926 census 
returns for Northern Ireland were not preserved and are not part of this release. This is a crucial 
resource for genealogical research, offering a snapshot of life in Ireland following the War of 
Independence and Civil War. Be sure to use the useful historical mapping tool, keeping in mind that 
several streets were renamed after 1922.

http://www.ogs.org/
https://nationalarchives.ie/collections/search-the-1926-census/


Did You Know? 
80 million people globally claim Irish Ancestry.

Records & Resources
National Archives of the United States
Question: How many of you have explored what your National Archives has to offer?
If so, when was the last time you used these FREE research tools?

 NARA is the National Archives and Records Administration
They are the nation’s record keeper. Valuable records are preserved here and are available to you, 
whether you want to see if they contain clues about your family’s history, need to prove a veteran’s 
military service, or are researching a historical topic that interests you.

 Established in 1934, with major holdings back to 1775, they capture the sweep of the past: slave 
ship manifests and the Emancipation Proclamation; captured German records and the Japanese 
surrender documents from World War II; journals of polar expeditions and photographs of Dust 
Bowl farmers; Indian treaties making transitory promises; and a richly bound document bearing the 
bold signature “Bonaparte” – the Louisiana Purchase Treaty that doubled the territory of the young 
republic.

 There are approximately 13.5 BILLION pages of textural records; 10 million maps, charts, and 
architectural and engineering drawings; 40 million still photographs, digital images, filmstrips, and 
graphics; 40 million aerial photographs, more than 448 million feet of motion picture film; 992,000 
videos and sound recordings; and 837 terabytes of electronic data. All these materials are 
preserved because they are important to the workings of Government, have long-term research 
worth, or provide information of value to citizens.

 And don’t overlook the ERA – Electronic records archives. The National Personnel Records Center 
in St. Louis retained records for millions of military veterans of the 20th century as well as former 
civilian Federal employees. The FRC – Federal Records Centers (16 of them) has locations in 17 
states, coast to coast, including the District of Columbia.

Grab snacks and a notebook – you’re going to be visiting this website for a while.
https://www.archives.gov 

https://www.archives.gov/


Spotlight
ISBGFH Board, Trustees and Members
Dr. Shannon Combs-Bennett, Senior Editor, British Connections
It is with tremendous enthusiasm, and no small amount of gratitude, that I introduce myself to you as 
the incoming Senior Editor of British Connections, beginning with this May issue.

Before I say another word about myself, I want to thank Sandra Roberts for her years of dedicated work 
as Senior Editor. The standard she has set for this publication is the reason I feel both honored and a 
little humbled to step into this role. I am delighted that Sandra is staying on as Layout Editor, which 
means the look and feel you have come to know and love will remain in her very capable hands. I am 
genuinely looking forward to our continued collaboration.

A brief word about who I am. I am a professional genealogist based in Northern Virginia, though my 
research heart has always lived across the Atlantic. My own family story is woven through the British 
Isles: my most recent immigrant ancestor came from Galway in the 1850s, and I have deep lineages 
reaching back into Scotland and many corners of England. Those roots are what first drew me into this 
work, and they are very much what drew me to this editorship.

Professionally, I am a graduate of the University of Strathclyde Genealogical, Paleographic & Heraldic 
Studies program. I hold the credential of Qualified Genealogist (QG) and am a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland (FSAScot). Currently, I serve on the Board of Directors of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists and the Guild of Genealogical Speakers. My specializations include genetic 
genealogy, colonial American research, and work with lineage societies.

As for what lies ahead for British Connections, I want to be honest with you: the vision is still taking 
shape. I have ideas, certainly, but I believe strongly that a publication like ours belongs first and 
foremost to its readers and contributors. Over the coming months, I will be listening to Sandra, our 
contributors, and most importantly, to you. What do you want to read? What research problems are you 
wrestling with? What records, regions, or methodologies would you like to see explored in greater 
depth? I welcome your thoughts, your article pitches, and your feedback. This publication has a proud 
history, and together we will continue writing its next chapters.



Thank you for the warm welcome I have already received, and for the trust the Society has placed in 
me. I look forward to getting to know you through these pages and, I hope, in person at future 
conferences and events.

Upcoming Events
Ask the Genealogist – May 9, 11 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time
Have afternoon tea with a genealogist! We continue with our new program, “Ask the Genealogist,” with 
Dr. Shannon Combs-Bennett! This session will help you answer the question, “What exactly can DNA 
tell me about my genealogy?” Please email your questions for Dr. Shannon to 
EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com prior to May 7. This event will be available to everyone via 
Zoom. Register here today!  You do not need to be a member of ISBGFH for this event—it is FREE! 
Sip some tea and enjoy our discussion about genealogy!

“This vs That”
What is the difference between a Conference and an Institute?

A Conference is a short-lived event, usually 
spanning a few days, designed to share 
knowledge, present research and facilitate 
networking among practitioners in a field. These 
occur annually or periodically. They often feature 
a packed schedule of presentations, keynote 
speakers, and workshops.

An Institute is a permanent organization, focused 
on long-term research, education or a specific 
field like genealogy. Institutes are durable, 
established organizations that focus on deep, 
ongoing study, training, or specific project 
research. They often have a dedicated staff, 
facilities, and a hierarchical structure. 

Did you know?
Does the name Nathan Dylan Goodwin ring a bell? It should! Nathan is a British historical and 
genealogical crime novelist whose books blend murder, DNA, archives and long-buried family secrets. 
He’s the author of the acclaimed Forensic Genealogist series starring Morton Farrier, the darker 
Venator Cold Case thrillers, and the copy of Mrs. McDougall Investigates mysteries.
OUT NOW! The Hop-Picker Murders. This is the 11th novel in the Morton Farrier Series. 

https://isbgfh.com/event/ask-the-genealogist-shannon-combs-bennett-what-exactly-can-dna-tell-me-for-my-genealogy/
mailto:EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com


Want a FREE BOOK? The Asylum (a prequel short) 
https://www.curios.com/collections/0x3df28e1a862e3006a74e54b9784050074f265f26

Visit Nathan’s website:  https://www.nathandylangoodwin.com/books 

Quotes

"A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree 
without roots." — Marcus Garvey

Genealogy Problem Solvers or Cracking the Case 
Brick Walls? Research Roadblocks? Pothole Puzzles? We told you about the FAN club last 
month. Have you searched for alternative records when vital records are missing? Church 
records, voter registrations, court cases, local histories, funeral home records, school records, 
family histories, state census records, databases on society and historical and libraries. Get 
your record log out and fill it out. Remember that records are being uploaded all day every day 
from all over the world. Check back often. Happy Hunting!

Got something to share? Contact us! Send it to EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com. 
Please put in the subject line ISBGFH DISPATCH Thank You!

Join ISBGFH Today
Become part of the “International Society for British Genealogy and Family History” and connect with a 
community that is passionate about British ancestry. Gain access to expert-led institutes, exclusive 
resources, and a network of fellow researchers. Whether you're just beginning or advancing your 
research, ISBGFH supports your journey. Discover your past—join us today at www.ISBGFH.com

http://www.isbgfh.com/
mailto:EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com
https://www.nathandylangoodwin.com/books
https://www.curios.com/collections/0x3df28e1a862e3006a74e54b9784050074f265f26

