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Welcome to this month’s edition of the ISBGFH Heritage Dispatch. Our society continues to grow as 
more genealogists discover the value of specialized education focused on British Isles and the 
Commonwealth Countries family history. 
 
Tip of the Day: Before going automatically to Amazon to purchase a book, be sure you check out 
www.bookfinder.com. On this website, remember to turn on “show shipping charges,” as postage can 
make a big difference. Also make sure the website knows the country of your residence (U.S., Canada, 
U.K., etc.) 
 
Where is it?  
NARA in the USA. The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) preserves only about 2–
5% of federal records—those with lasting value. Even so, its holdings are vast, including billions of 
pages of documents, millions of maps and images, extensive film and audio collections, and hundreds 
of terabytes of digital data, all kept for their importance to government, research, and the public. 
 
Records & Resources 
Military Records in Ireland.  
In Ireland, one of the first places to begin searching for military records is the National Archives of 
Ireland, it is the central hub for historical government records that can help direct researchers to other 
military sources. Another resource is the Irish Military Archives; it's the official repository for records of 
the Defence Forces and Department of Defence. It has extensive online collections—including the 
Military Service Pensions Collection, which has detailed information on individuals involved in events 
such as the 1916 Rising, the War of Independence, and the Civil War, including service histories, 
pension applications, and witness statements. Together, these institutions offer the most 
comprehensive starting point for researching Irish military history. 
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Spotlight 
ISBGFH Board, Trustees and Members 
Let’s introduce you to ISBGFH’s new president, Todd Knowles. Todd has been a member of ISBGFH 
for many years and has been employed by FamilySearch for close to 30 years and is the Deputy Chief 
Genealogical Officer. His personal family history began at the age of 11, when he first discovered his 
own Jewish heritage. That journey, which has led to the FamilySearch Knowles Collection, continues 
today. The Knowles Collection comprises 6 databases containing the records of over 1.5 million Jews, 
and it is available free of charge at www.familysearch.org. The collection has an accompanying blog, 
which provides updates on the records (knowlescollection.blogspot.com). Todd is a past President of 
the Utah Jewish Genealogical Society and speaks around the world on Jewish Genealogy. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Afternoon Tea with a Genealogist!  
Have afternoon tea with a Genealogist! We kick off our new program, “Ask the Genealogist,” with Dr. 
Shelley Viola Murphy! She is going to be speaking on why it's important to build “Timelines.” Our first 
event is scheduled for April 11, starting at 2 p.m. EDT. If you have any questions for Dr. Murphy, please 
email them to EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com prior to April 9. This event will be available to 
everyone via Zoom. The link will be sent to you the day prior to the event. You do not need to be a 
member of ISBGFH for this event—it is FREE! So save the date! Send your questions and suggestions 
and join us! Sip some tea and enjoy our discussion about genealogy! 
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“This vs That” 
What is the difference between a Commonwealth and a non-Commonwealth country? 
 
A Commonwealth country is a member of the 
Commonwealth of Nations, a voluntary 
association of 56 independent nations, mostly 
former British colonies, that cooperate on shared 
goals such as democracy, development, and 
peace.  

Non-Commonwealth countries are not part of this 
association. Key differences involve voluntary 
ties, shared diplomatic protocols, and some voting 
rights in the UK. 

 
Did you know? 
This new book caught our eye: The Crown's Silence: The Hidden History of the British Monarchy and 
Slavery in the Americas by Dr. Brooke N. Newman. It is a historical book detailing the British 
monarchy's deep and profitable involvement in the transatlantic slave trade from the 1560s to 1807. 
The book, published in January 2026, is considered essential reading for people who want a better 
understanding of Britain's colonial past and its legacy of racial injustice 
(https://www.brookennewman.com/). 
 

Quotes 
 

"In every conceivable manner, the family is linked to our past, bridge to our future." — 
Alex Haley 

 
Genealogy Problem Solvers or Cracking the Case  
Sometimes it’s simply about using the “FAN" principle: Friends, Associates and Neighbors, developed 
by Elizabeth Shown Mills. Think about it—looking at a “population census” consider these “questions”: 
Where are your ancestors? Who is around them? Who are they associated with? Who comes from the 
same place your ancestors did? Are you looking at a form of migration to an area? Dig a little deeper 
into the FAN. 

Got something to share? Contact us! Send it to EducationDirectorISBGFH@gmail.com. Please 
put in the subject line ISBGFH DISPATCH Thank You! 
 
Join ISBGFH Today 
Become part of the “International Society for British Genealogy and Family History” and connect with a 
community passionate about British ancestry. Gain access to expert-led institutes, exclusive resources, 
and a network of fellow researchers. Whether you're just beginning or advancing your research, 
ISBGFH supports your journey. Discover your past—join us today at www.ISBGFH.com 
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